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sent to the voters. The most important change made in the final 
draft was the revision of the judicial article applying to the supreme 
court. The tribxinal is increased from seven to nine justices, three of 
whom are to come from the Chicago district. The six downstate dis- 
tricts remain as they are. 

A committee of citizens of Greater Boston, composed of George H. 
McCaffrey, executive secretary of the Boston Charter Association, 
Richard B. Hobart, Professor Arthur N. Holcombe of Harvard, Mary 
Tenney Healey, Mrs. Winona Osborne Pinkham, executive secretary 
of the Boston League of Women Voters, and Lawrence G. Brooks, 
has undertaken an intensive proportional representation campaign 
in preparation for the next session of the legislature, when a general 
permissive proportional representation bill for Massachusetts cities will 
probably be introduced and the porportional representation bill for 
the Boston city council introduced again. 

In Belgium the use of the list system of proportional representation 
has been extended during the past year to the election of the provincial 
councils of the nine provinces and to the election of the portion of the 
Senate which is chosen indirectly by the provincial councils. The 
other members of the Senate and of the Chamber of Deputies have 
been elected by proportional representation since 1899. 

William Archibald Dimning. On August 25, Professor Dunning 
passed away, after a lingering illness following his collapse in February 
of this year. Professor Dunning was born in Plainfield, New Jersey, 
in 1859. He received the degree of bachelor of arts from Columbia 
University in 1881; from the same institution the master's degree in 
1884 and the doctorate in 1885. The forty years of his academic life 
were spent in Columbia, where he was successively fellow, lecturer, 
instructor, adjunct professor and professor. Since 1913 he had oc- 
cupied the Lieber professorship of history and political philosophy. 
The degree of doctor of laws was conferred upon him in 1904 and doctor 
of letters in 1916. His leadership in scholarly work was evidenced by 
the double honor of the presidency of the American Historical Associa- 
tion in 1913 and of the American Political Science Association in 1922. 
His presidential address was to have been given at the December meet- 
ing of the latter association. 
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I'rofessor Dunning's work was crowned with unusual success in three 
fields, as a teacher, as an editor, and as a scholar in the fields of history 
and government. As a university lecturer. Professor Dunning was a 
marvel of lucidity and keenness, and left an ineffaceable impression 
upon the hundreds of students who attended his courses during the 
lonj; period of his academic career. He was equally notable in his 
po\\er to interest and encourage students in special fields of inquiry, 
and in his many encouraging contacts with those who had passed out 
frori the university halls as students. The hundred volumes of the 
Columbia publications in history, economics and public law are full of 
acknowledgements of his friendly interest and counsel in the develop- 
meiit of scholarly studies. His students published in 1914 Studies 
in Southern History and Politics as a testimonial to his inspiring work 
in this field, and a volume in the history of recent political theory has 
been in preparation by another group of his students for a year or more. 

He was one of the active group of editors of the Political Science 
Quarterly from 1890 to the time of his death, and managing editor from 
1891 to 1903. His discriminating judgment and his editorial care and 
skil: were significant factors in creating and maintaining the high stand- 
ard;} of a periodical notable in the field of political science. Ten years 
of his life were largely occupied with this exacting labor, wearing upon 
the editor but immensely useful to his collaborators in the field of 
government. 

The contributions of Dr. Dunning to productive scholarship were 
made in the fields of American history and political theory, and particu- 
larly in the latter field. His doctoral dissertation was on The Constitur 
tion of the United States in Civil War and Reconstruction (1885). This 
was followed in later years by his Essays on the Civil War and Recon- 
striidion, published in 1898, and Reconstruction, Political and Economic, 
a volume in the American Nation Series. In 1907 with Frederick A. 
Bar croft he edited The Reminiscences of Carl Schurz (1907-17). In 
191 1 he published a very remarkable survey of Anglo-American rela- 
tiors under the title of The British Empire and the United States. 

I [is outstanding contribution to the study of political philosophy 
was his History of Political Theories, Ancient and Mediceval (1902), 
with the succeeding volumes. From Luther to Montesquieu, (1905), and 
Fro>n Rousseau to Spencer, (1920). These lucid and scholarly accounts 
of the development of systematic political thinking quickly superseded 
the earlier works of Bluntschli and Janet, and became the standard 
histories of the evolution of political thought, the indispensable guide for 
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all serious students of formal political philosophy. Perhaps the most 
striking characteristic of this opus magnum was its dispassionate and 
objective quality, its detached point of view. Few men of equal ability 
have been able to resist the temptation to formulate an independent 
system and advance a dogmatic philosophy. In the final chapter of 
the concluding volume this attitude developed into a form of pessimism, 
which was not however characteristic of the study as a whole. No one 
in the last generation has done more than the author of these volumes 
to advance the study of formal political theory, and to prepare the way 
for the increasingly intensive study of the evolution of the political 
mind. 

Finally, it may not be amiss to say that Professor Dunning was in 
the true sense of the term a noble man, as well as a great scholar, and 
that his personal qualities endeared him to all who came within the 
bright circle of his acquaintance. He combined in unusual manner 
great keenness of mind with rare tolerance and breadth of sympathy. 
Spirited and witty in conversation, he never allowed the scholar to 
overshadow the man. In his benevolent r61e in his favorite haunt in 
the Century Club, he became almost an institution. 

The departure of Professor Dunning in his sixty-fourth year is a heavy 
blow to American scholarship. With the death of Lord Bryce, a former 
president of the Political Science Association, this year marked the 
passing of two preeminent figures in the field of historj' and government. 
While their walks in life were far apart and their types of experience 
widely different, yet they had in common many intellectual charac- 
teristics. In both there was a sympathetic understanding of all types 
of thought; in both a quality of facile and lucid expression; in both an 
aversion to dogmatic conclusions. In both there was a strain of 
weariness and pessimism at the end, but the lives of both radiate inspi- 
ration and cheer to those who seek the truth in the troubled maze of 
political events. 

Charles E. Mereiam. 

University of Chicago. 



